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L>car Mr. Wi lkinson, 

In accordance with our responsibilities under the National Environmental I'olicy Act 
(NiII'A) 42 I1.S.C:'. Section 423 1 et. seq., and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, 42 IJ.S.C:. 
Section 7600, the I1.S. 13nvironmental Protection Agency Iiegion 8 (I<I'A) has reviewed the 
13riclgcr-'l'ctm National Forest (BTNF) Off-I-Iighway Vehicle (01 IV) Route Designation I'so.jec~ 
Vinal I-:nvisonmentd Impact Statement (FEIS). The proposecl action is located in the 13'1'NI: 
\which encompasses the 13ul'lalo, Jacltson, and Big Piney Ranger Districts in Wyoming. .l'hcl-c arc 
255,830 acrcs within these districts that currently allow unrestricted summer motorized LI-:~vcl on 
thc Ij'l'N1'. This project includes five geographic areas of the B'TNF; I3lackrock/'T'ogwotcc, (jros 
VentrcIShadow Mountain, I'hillips Ridge, Snake River KangeIMunger Mountain, and I loback 
I3asin/G1-anitc Creck. 

'I'he purpose of the project is to improve management of public summer motorized i~sc  by 
dcs~gnating roads and motorized trails in areas of the H'l'NF where motorized usc is ci~srcntly not 
rcstr~ctcd. 0b.jcctives of'the projects are to 1)  Designate roads and motorized tsails to ~ncct  
essential public needs, improve the cluality of the system, ancl reduce conllicts, 2) Reduce 
~ . c s o ~ ~ r c c  impacts, and 3) Improve the ability to maintain routes and enforce tsavcl regiilations 

13'I'NIT has designated Alternative 11 as the initial preferred alternative. 'This alternative 
cn~phasizcs sctaining prin~ary existing uses, establishing seasonal restrictions to protect wildlili. 
habitat security, pasticularly during the calving period, and improving the manageability ol'thc 
0 1  IV system. 

I<I'A agrees that Alternative 1) will likely result in i~nprovcd ecosystem health and 
sustninability, and improved water quality and watershed protections. The elimination 01' 
i~nscst~.ictecl motorized travel, seasonal restrictions on routes, and closure ol'undcsignatcd soutcs 
should cll'cctively reduce wildlire and wildlife brccding disturbances, improve security, ;111cl 



acldrcss wildlili, Ikagmcntation issues. However, EI'A ~loted in comments on the 1)I;IS that 
Altcrnat~vc 13 clearly results in the strongest environmental and rcsourcc protections of all o f  thc 
Action Altcrnativcs. This alternative will acl~icvc the greatest cnvironmcntal results to nicct tlic 
P L I I ' J ~ O S ~  and nccd o f  the project but would rcsult in greater inlpacts to motorized reel-cational LISC.  

I n  addition to the elimination of all cross country travel on the Forcst (which is conimoli to all 
action altcrnatives), this altcrnativc includes the least number of motorized routes compkucd with 
other action alternatives. EPA's preference for Alternative R was not noted in  the 1-EIS comment 
responses. 

13'' appreciates the opportunity to review this project. 'The Forcst Scrvicc has 
rcspol~dcd to all of thc concerns EPA had with the Draft EIS. I S  you have any cluestions or would 
like to cliscuss our comments, pleasc contact me at (303) 3 12-6004 or Robin Courscn ol'my staff 
at (303)3 12-6695. 

Sincerely, 

Larry gvoboda 
Dircctor, NEI'A Program 
Ofiicc of I~cosystems Protection and Reniedialioli 


